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BUSY SCENES INPROGRESSIVE BLACKSTONE. THE HUB OF THE SOUTHSIDE

BLACKSTONE THE HUB
OF THE SOUTHSIDE
-

A Live and Throbbing Business Centre as

Well as One of the Educational Strong-
holds of Virginia.

HER BANKS ARE STRONG
AND HER MERCHANTS BUSY

A. Good ancl Progressive Leaf Tobacco Market.
Manufacturing Entcrprises Doing Well---
Others Can Do Equally as Well.Board

of Trade Invites Correspondence.
I1V TTIAXK S. WOOI1SOX.

tStufr Corrciipuutlcut of Tlie Tlmcs-
Dlspatuk.)

BLACKSTONE, VA., December .'1..
Tho moro I travel In Virginia the moro
im I convlncetl that the best life in the
DIU Domlnlon nnd ita surest sources at
.vealth aro to be found In Its sniallor
towns. The old State ls wondi-rfuMv
rich ln Its stnallcr towns if it only
ti\ew It, but there are many pooplo
vho do not know it. 1 have no\er been
more fully convlnced of the fact thtt
Ihe smaller and younger 'towns aro
Vlrgir.ta's source of wealth tliar. since
I havo been spincilng n couple of days
ln thls up-to-date and lti evory way
snergetlc town of Blackstone, a town
whlch has been accuratc-ly named tlio
.Ilub of Southsldu Virglnla."
A real estate agency locatod here

recently sent out a clroulai* lu wlilch
lt descrlbed tlio udviiulagcs of ihls
town and all of tlio- surrpundjrig coun¬
try, closing the "speel" wltli a request
that tlm roador should wrlte for ln-
lormallon, nnd tlien addbd, as 11' It
ivere .<« aftcrthought; "Or. . better
stlll, come and pay us a vlslt." I ac-
r.epted- the Invltatlon, und tbe vlslt
sq far has convinced me that tho okl
Commonweaith has ti vory rich and .i

Slvldend-payine asaet ln tlio town of
Blackstone.

Briuglu-* Things <o Pliss.
From the early days of the old

Kouthsldo Railway, whlch la now tlie
Norfolk and Wo'stprn, the statlon whloh
Is nuw known as Blackstone was tliu
largest shlpplng polnt on tho 11 '«s

b.^tweot. I.ynthbiirg and ppteraburg.
being tlu tltpnt (or nn'' extenslve buek
country lt lias malntalned that dls-
llr.ctlon to tli* present day, ni il wlll
pontlitue to umlntaln lt for mai.:1 long
I'ears to totne,

rtbout twenty yenrs ngo Biuekstone,
tvhieh wns orifeinally Itiiuwh uh VBlaokn
Mid WhUes," Decnme jt town, und just
how lt happened I do not know, and
nobody seoms able to oxphtln; some
tnlghty progressive people. locutod ho.ro,
Thoy cominoncuil ut once "to bring
Iblngs -o pass and they have been

keeping up that vlgorous lick to this
good dny.

They I'ull Together.
Thnt they have brought many good

t* a to pas-i in the way of educa¬
tlon, tnanufac'toresj general buslness
and twentleth century progress in gen¬
eral Is due to tlie fact that the peo¬
ple have n mr*-t dellghtful way of pull-
lng tijgoth-jr. Whon soinething Is to
bn t'one tho livc men of the- town get
close to each other, la> out tho plan
and then put It ln operatlon. Tliere
are all kind-- ol reople hero, of course,
and all sorts of rellglous fnlths, und
all tiuu kind of tliing, ahd the Mniis
whlch usually dlvldo good mon ure as
sharply drawn In Blackstone as lu
any town In tho country, .but when ,lt
oomea down to a matter affectlng tho
general Interest no lines aro drawn,
and n noinogcnous coinllueiicy comes
right up to tho rack and evorybody
musticatns -tho same kind, of fodtler.
A Methodist educatlonal institution

here hus in lt a gqodly ninount of Bap¬
tlst and Presbyterlan lind lSpisI'ppal
money; ono of the handsomest Metho¬
dist churches' ln tho Vlrglnln C'onfer-
enco prldos Itself on tho fact that It
was largely bullt on Baptlst, Pres-
byterliin apd Eplscopal funds; a new
$12,000 Baptlst church bulldlng now
ne.trlng complatton, and whlch wlll be
nn ornament lo tlio toxvn, boasts that
one of the Inrgost. lf not tho very
liM-gest, cont.iibutor to tho bulldlng
fund, Is a shoutlng Methodist. Tho
ICplscopallans could never have had
thtdr splendid little house of worshlp
here or the eolored l.piscopnl cliurch,
wlth Its paroehlal school, lf.lt hud not
been I'or the help they had from the
Melliodlsts. the Baptlsta ancl the Pres-
byterlana; nnd so It goes, ln .church
¦und educatlonal mntters' tho' poople ol
1-llacksiorio pull together, und whon It
comes down to Industrlul and buslness
mntters, they get even oloser. togethei
ond pull perhaps a Uttlo hardor. This
oxplalns why the old railway statlon

1 tConUuuetl ou Fourteenth Pa-je.)
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SELL FEWEB POUNDS,
BUT CET MORE MONEY
Sales of Tobacco Not So Heavy

as Last Year, but the Prices
Much Better.

Krlday saw the clo.se of one of the
most successful and satfsfdetory fall
seusons in the Richmond tobacco mar¬
ket for the last several ycars. Up to
tlu laat salo tlie market was activo
beyond tlie hopes of the dealers. Tho
ae're'age for thls year has been much
smaller than last, but the wolglu of
tobacco has only fallen off about half
a mlJlion pounds so Car, and by tho
lime the senson cloaea ln the sprlng It
ls thought that there wlll be no appre-
e;able difl'i.rence. Tlio farmers have
gotten for their cropa more mo'riey than
vas recelved for the larger crop of last
year. It ls estlmated that only about
3U per cent. of the sun-curcd crop bus
been aold, and hot more than 20 per
cont. of thc dark. 'Thus it wlll be aeen
thut tho bulk of this year's raising is
stlll ln the burns. Thai whlch lias been
disposed of haa sold on the averuge
more than -O per cent. higher thim
laat yeur.

Writppers of ihe ".dark, common type
have been plentiful, but the llnor grade
buve not shown up in us great quantl-
tiea aa hud been expected. The hlgh¬
est price of the season wus $:t-l, gotten
t'or a nice wrapper sold by Mr; XV. L.
Hazell for Mr. Urackclt Vaughn, of
Hunover county. Mr. Hazell said yes-
tcrduy that the market had closed 'as
tlrm as at any tlmo durlng- lh,, fall,but thut he thought tho high prices oi
lust wcek woro duo ln a great meusuri
to Ihe tlinoly waniing to the farnuis;
"Hold your tobacco untll af^or Christ-
nuis." Uut for thls warnlng, he thinks
thero would" have been u tromeiulou:
ffilut; which would have throwti pricest'.;i below tholr present posltlon.-
As tJ the firpsptot after Christmas Itls conildcntly thought that prices wlllbe even btttoi: tbuu durlnK the full

u.ipectally ou tho higher grades, whlclihavo not been so ploulifu) as com-
nioner varletles.
Tho crop Is a small oue. und if ii ls

uiurkoted ln a .reasonablo manner avu':
not itll lushed ln nl onco the farmert
niay be nssured of good prices, ns tlu
niuiiufacttirers m-t-a evory pound of lt
The utteiitiiui of ralaors of sun-curor

und dark Htemming tobuccoa I.s ctillei
to tho fact thul ulmoat ull of th-.

factorles handllng* these grades of
tobacco In tiie State are Iocated hero,
and that Itlchmond ls the best mar¬
ket for these varietles, ncsldes being
cqual to any for other grades.

Hoeky Mount Market.
f Special lo The Tlnies-Dispatcli.l

BOCKY MOUNT. N. C, December 21.
.Recelpts of leaf tobacco this week
have been rather smaller than expected,
the four days' sale umoimtlug Lo aboui
300.000 pounds. Tho quality of the of-
ferings ns a whole havo been poor,
tho farmers seeniing to havo niorUeteU
tholr best tobaccos, and.are now sell¬
ing the common, nondescrlpt sorts,
eontalnlng more or less greenlsh, un-

deslrable tobaccos.
Prices on the better grades contliuio

as high as at any time this season,
though the common, nondescrlpt tobac¬
cos aro Bcem'ngly neglected, the de¬
mand for them being llmlted. Wrap¬
pers and brlght export leaf hnve shown
up in small quantltles. and the moro
deslrablp oncs taken at good prices.
The market closed for the holidays

Thursday. and sales wlll be re'autried
January 2, H'OS. Sale* foi* the season
to date amount to 5,153.000 pounds. at
an OjVerage of J10.r;o ner hundred whlch
ls n loss of nearly 500.00.0 pounds ovor
ia«t year. Tt ls estlmnted that from
2.non.onu (o 2.r*no,000 no'und's wlll be sold
nftf-r ChHsttnns. whlch wlll bring the
totnl flgures to a- l'ttle above la.st soa-
son's sales thus lii.ileatloir a greater
apreage planted ln thls section.

Wliislou-Sulem'K l.nrg-e SalCh.
[Special to Tbe Tlmcs-Dlspiitch.]

\VLnoio..-.SALI*'M. .December 21..
Tho leaf tobacco wareh'ojia'es closed
to-day for the Clirlstmas] jiplldaya. They
will not reopen until Juuu.a,r,yv 6th. .U.»
to thls tlmo about 0,000,000 .pounds of
leaf huvu been sold on thls market
slnce Septeftiber lst. Breaks were* quito
large thla week, and tlie average nald
waa ubout 11 cents a pound.'

Petersluirg Morket.
PETERSBURG. VA., Dueombor* 21.-.

TteceiptB were heavy tho ¦ past weok.
IThe* market closed Friday for tho hol-
'Hdays, and wlll roaumo agaln January
;' Tt li". Quotatloris aro as follows: Com¬
mon lugs, 5'i to li'i; good lugs, B',2 to
s»,i: short leaf, 6 to 8; shlpplng leaf,
0 to 13; short wrappors, 10 to 1*1; (lnc
wrappers, 15 to 3ii.

lltMlford Cltv.
BED.FOUD CITY, VA.*, Dj-cember 21.

.Tobacco lias been comlng In very well
diirug IhV pust week, b'ut the quality
is not ii]i to expeelallins. l'rleos linvt
heen tlriu. Tiie market closed to-ilay
foi the holidays, to resifme Jninmry 2d

M SlUllll ItecelpU nt Oouvllk*.
(HneoUl io Tha Tlmes.n'spitrh.i

I DANV.ILLN. VA., December 21_
i Messrs. Iillil'ell liros. glve thls reviev,
11 of the tobacco market for the week
,1 RecelptH this week on the DunvllU

j market hnve been smnll, sales onij
jlaslliig untll about tlie* inlddlo of tlu
day. Our sales, however, for thc1 month of Decembor havo been lu'rgei

j tCcuilluued on y-jcond Pugo.)

REAL ESTATE

Holiday Season at Haiul,
Business Is Good All

the Same.

but

The Christmas shoppars havo held
the belt during the past week, and as

the most of thom arq women, the gul-
lunt real eatato agents readlly surreri-
dered. Tho real estate men always look
i'or dull business just preceding und

just followlng Chrlstmaa, und It wus

bnt natural that they should sottlo

down to a holiday season ovon before

tho season opened, However, lt is a

fact that Richmond really cannot bo
held down even by the holiday joya.
Tht auctlon sales announced' t'or tlie
past week were well attended, and tho
flgures nariiad by tlio bldd'er's wero lh
tbe muln gallsfuctory to tho sellers
nnd a-nunibor of sales wero mado on
the spot.

iieiiK Closed.
Among such Halea made during tho

week wus that of a two-story frame
dwelling and hirgo lot, No, IIIH 1-2
Weat Cary Streot. by J. Tluunpson
Browp & Co., which was sold to Mr.
II. h, ,i3dunigartnoi*. Buunigurtuer pur-
chused the property piiroly us an In¬
vestment. The lot ls ono of tho largest
ln tliat soctlon of tho clty, und la
ndapted to many purposes.

J, Thompson Brown Co. also re¬

port a prlvato sale of a lot alxty feet
front on tho cornor of Doek aud Elgh-
teeiith Streots, near the Trigg ship
yards, to Mr..S. T. BovoTkigo, for $ 1.U00.
Whllo Mr. Beverldgo wo'uld noi commit
bunaelf aa to hls object in purcliuaing,
It la understood Ibut Us soon aa the
jpieaont leaso on the property oxplros,
which hus a year or nioi'e to run. it ts
his purpose to lmpro\e II, lo bo uaml
as u iiiniiufucturlng plant; Tlie lot
haa pecullar lulvantuges fcir this pur-
posc, not only from the fucl Uuit lt
liiis good rulli'on'd couiiectlou but II
runs buek 300 feul or more to Juinet
Itlver, und tbe sal,, citrrlea wlth It ull
rlparluu rlghts. ....

Thu suiiie tlrm closed a aalu tho pnsl
week ot' u lot on I'tindulph Stroot tl
Messi's. Charles und Oito Seltneliler
Iwlm purchuaeil tho sunio for the pur-

tCuiitlnucd ou Sccuud pagi..

NOTABLE INCREASE IN
REVENUES OF STATE

Auditor's Report Shows Assessments for the Year
$204,227 7\hcad of i9o6---Live Stock Industry

Grows.Some Interesting Figures.

General Summary of Reports.
TAXES ASSESSED ON l.ANU ANI) PltOPEKTY BOOKS IV ST\TE At'DI-

TOU'S OKKICI*:, AM) UY THE COUPQItATlON COnlMlSSION ON
STEAM AND ELECTUIC ItAll.WAYS.

11)01).
'.Cnpltntlxution .S 0111,070 50
it.ni estate. i,:'5i.mm ::u
I'er-ioiuil property. 483,328 r.K
.neiMiu* . Ii>:i.77l IH!
Slciini riillr»nd.H. 075,472 1*1
Electric rnUroadn . 57,11! I 111

Toliil .S3,*»*S7.4S3 57 93,101,713 20 8201^27 «3

. Ono-llilrd of this,' when colloctetl, i.-. retiirneil to the couiitie**! nml cltles.

As an evldoneo of the growlng pros¬

perlty of Vlrglnia, flgures taken from

the advance sheets of the Audltor's

report for tho year 1907 show a total
lneren.se ln tho assessmen't of taxes on

property, exclusive of.banks and In¬
surance companies, of upwards Of
$..01,000.over tho record of 1*106,
To be exact, tho tlgures given In n

table prlnted above are $20-I.227.ii3. Of
this Increase, tho sum of $11,9*17.50 ls
levied for poll tuxes upon young men
ln tho Stato wlio have arrlvurt at tho
voUng age slnce the 1906 assossment
was made. Thls means that 9.965 new
voters were assessed for taxatlon, and
that lf they have pald theso taxos they
may partlclpate in all of next year'.s
elections. An Increase of $51,511.54
comes from steam railroads, and
$8,311.8*1 from electric lines.
Noxt to railroads, the heavlest In¬

crease ls ln tho personal property as-
scssinent. Tlie net flgures are $52,-
672.01, wlllle $33.*i01.39 addltional was
asse.ssod against Incomes.
The inote.ise in the valuo of real

estate ls $ 10,322.8*], though this is only
oi; account of iinprovoments. and not
Upon tl|e land Itself, tho Iatter belilg
reasseased only oiuy ln four yoar.

Somo iiiii-ie-.iiiii; Iflgurea,
Somo Interesiing deductlons may be

drawn from tho personal .propert> r'o-
lurtis. There b'avo beoii steady. In-
eriuscH lu |{enrly every dlrectlon. Tli"
lihccu luclUHlry, for qxaniple, -shows u

nctuble advance withln the. past year.
According to the report ot* 1006 there
were 3-IS.771 sheep in thci State, valued
ttt $S0S.3SO. l-'or li»07 iho figures ar«
::.,,*,,;>Uti, valued at $1,007,915. The num-
boi hna u<vt kept pace with the valuo,
and thla gooa to show thut the breed
I.s being Improved nnd that a higher
grade of .sheep i.~ belng ralsed.

Horses and nuiU-s go from- 343,363
to 1148,020 in numbers, and in valuo
from $li;,mv,"-t!i to JIS.Qi3l.H0.
The cattle buslness aeoms to hava

boomed beyond any other animal In¬
dustry In the State. The ilgures un*
373,924 head. valued at $s,301.441 ln
1906, against -550.733, valued at |S,569.-
122 In 1907.
Four thousand one hundi-e.d and for-

tj-rivo goats are listed for taxation in
li>07, against 3,600 ln 1906.
The hog Industry ls about tho only

ono that hhows a decrease In numbers,
und tho fuct that the value is increasoil
would aeero to Indicate that oholera ha»
bi en among them, rather than that tho
cnmmlsslonors overlookod r.o assosai
t!n-m. There, were listed in 19U6 479,233


